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messenger by smearing the entrance with oil, after which
the friends meet, the barber throws the dates and rupee
into the bridegroom's lap and makes the sacred marks on
his forehead.

The usages of the Sikhs differ greatly from those of
the orthodox Hindus. They never employ the services
of Brahrnans, nor do they pay any attention to the- Vedas
or other sacred Hindu writings, replacing them by a so-
called " granth " or " book " of their own, which contains
their religious code. They marry somewhat later in life
than the Hindus, and are a far more vigorous race. The
wedding is conducted by the " granthi," who simply reads
some appropriate text from the granth. The Sikhs, who
never cut the hair or beard, wear close-fitting trousers
and a high turban, invariably containing a bit of steel
which must never be laid aside.

Amongst the Muhammadans, Hindus, and Sikhs there
are a great number of men called by the name of fakir,
and many other names, who lead a life of pious indo-
lence and contemplation at the expense of the poorer
classes. These ascetics wander about over long distances
or pass their days under the trees, amid the tombs, or at
the burning-places, or else herd together like monks in a
monastery, under a " mahant" or abbot. Most of them
prefer begging under a religious cloak to honest work.
In times of political danger or excitement they are mis-
chievous in carrying news, false or exaggerated, from
place to place.

The Assamese.

Assam presents even a greater variety of races, re-
ligions, and languages than Nepal The bulk of the
inhabitants consists of Hindus, Muhammadans, immi-
grants from Bengal, and numerous Tibeto-Burman tribes
on the highlands enclosing the Brahmaputra basin on